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CLUTCHED in your paws, tentacles, tractorbesms or mendibles, gentle entities, 1s
that persistent publication, SPACEWARP 179, dated July 19835 end intended for the
i44th quarterly mailing of the Spectator Amebteur Press Society. Its vaugely hu-
menoid publisher is Arthur Ho Repp, 787 Grovemia Drive, Bloomsburg, PA 17815,

A product of the HIAISH Mimeo, thi: zine hes Gsen striving for quality since Apr
1947, end may yet attain it ers T stars grow cold. v
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Stf is gradually teking over the woride. You can find the evidence in your news-
napers. For instence, Frenco-Anerican is marketing “wc new canned pesta productss
Wi vitile round omes aren't called Spaghetti-0's anymore, tho, they're UFG's. And
with meatballis added, they beocms UFCTz With Meheors. (be sure Lo wear your heliocop
ter beenie while esting them). :

i 2 wrilsis, “Hooked on Reading in the Philadelyphia
Inouirer Siumday msgszine insiudes inberviews with publishers, bookstore owners, etc. ,
oluding Art Bourgsau, owner of & bookstore specializing in mystery stories. Bub:
“Bourgeeu displays a fow racks of science fiction %o attract colle ge-age readerso
But most of his customers are older, aud Bourgeau thinks he knows why: (Science-
#stion is the literature of chenge, and in college everyone is interested in chang-
.ing things wad making a new. order. Once theso people get jobs and mortgages, thelir
fantesies about changing the sceial order usually graduate to fantasies thet involve
‘meinbaining it. “These people want mysteries and detective stories, in which the good
Ty WnB el b : 5. : kg
L See s ldsOn the religion page of the Sunday Bloemsburg Press-Enterprise I noticed
‘this iatrieguing headline: -SPACE ADVENTURE MOVIEWSSAID T0 MIRROR BIBLICAL INSIGHTS.
_ The AP dispatch by George W. Cornell refers. to a new paperback titled The Gospel
_from Outer Space by Robert Short (Harper & Row). Short is identified as 'an expert
i theology in pictorial fiction" (these days we got experts in EVERYTHING).

\ G e . . " Like
Seripture, the article goes on, Y%ar Wars enticipetes the final triumph of the goed
" -gver--all-evil, end then goes ~u % dizcuss FuEe: "He ceme from a mysterious beyonds

he establishment disbelieved eni rejécted him, yek he was innocent of eny wrongs; he
epitomized lova, performed mireciss, died, lived agein and ascended. All these'fac-
iors resembled the life, death end resurrection of Jesus." ank SN
BT e ' . THe is critical of "?001",
gaying it, in contrz:t to the orhers, suggests a meaningless universe, coldly jndifz
- forent to man, with no hope bayond himselfs ' : # Pdeg

, Well, .this is all very interesting, bub
I'oan't help.thinking that when you start interpreting eny work of fiction es-alle-
gory, you can pull out of it almos® any message you went to find. I ‘could probably
meke out a convinecing cese fcr Foster's The Man Who Used the Universe as a roman &
¢lef biography of Benjemin Franklin if I cered to take the time and trouble to do so,
but it hardly seems worth the effort. .Ioag-time readers of SW may recall that sev-
¢ral years ago I explicated Sylwia Plath's.poem, "Last Words" as a ory of protest
pgainst nuclear atomigeddon, masiiy es & put-on of my BEnglish instructor. '(f].‘ho of
¢ourse, ever since “then I can't read the peom without being conscious of thet -partl c-
wlar interpretation of its meaning -- neither, I suppose, cen the English instructor,
who may cr may not be grateful to me es a result). - :

4 & prr - : Pampugl erd Which, for some rea;soﬁ not im-
A‘;ned_ia ely 'apparent (except that poetry and math seem ‘to ocepupy closely adjacent lo-
catitss in my braim, cells ) reminds. me of ‘Goldback's Conjecture. You ‘do know about
s :qudbach‘".s Csnjecture,-don't you? It states that every even number can be ‘expressed
“:_as the swn:"Of two primes. This has pever‘_i";gé’ﬂ‘. Prbved',’ butithen-agein 1t hes neves
been disproved, e'ither. If you cen devise either a proof or disproof your name will
be immortalized in mathematigal: history, and you might even be interviewed by Real

el -(CONTINUED ON. BACK COVER)



Reprinted from SPACEWARF 47, Septembe= 1850 - -

'-b"y T TOWN ER LANEY

I've seen one putrid fanzine too many. Why is it, I wonder, that the oritical per-
scn oan take the fenzine output of twenty years and ccunt the truly first-class ti-
tles on his fingers? I don't know how mehy fanzines there've been, but surely no
fewer then 600 difierent items, some running for one issue and some for several dog-
ens I do know for a solid fact that my owm fangine eccumuletion crams a standard
‘four drawer filing cablnet plus two apple boxes; yet T could easily spen with ome
hand the little stack of genuinely high quality issues. =~

o : ) ket : - Of course, when one consid-
ers the people that have writien and produced some of these fenrines it is easy %o
see why thelir product is so putrid. The juvenile who cen produse anything of matume
worth is obviously a phenomenon -- for one Willie Watson there are bound to be a = ore
of Kewincky Dreamers. The majority of fenzine titles have been oreated by teensgers,
most of whom will in all likelihood be the most perfervid detractors of this stuff
when they themselves reech maturity. When we examine some of our oldsters, too, we
have slight cause to wonder at the ineptness of their publicetions and writings.
. 8ince it has always been one of the cornerstones of the Laney fanzine persoma never
- to indulge in personalities, I of course will not mention the nemes of Evens, Dunk=-
.-elberger, Moskowitz, and others of the older characters whose productions have so
- often been unecceptable. It might hurt saie of their feelings. . :
i . ; W S - But I believe that
" there are many publishers end would-be publishers of fanzines who ere falling short
chiefly because they have no clear idea how to go about producing a fanzine to end

all fangines. . pikis
: I do not hold myself up as a peragon. My own subsoription fanszine,

. THE ACOLYTE, set something of a record for unrelieved stuffiness, tedium, end sheer

. heregome atupidity'. It took a fascinating subjeot, fantesy, and treated of it in as
musty and insipid a fashion as could be imhgined. Nor have. my publishings apart from

- JHE JCOLYTE indicated eny great prowess on my parts Thers have been occasionel

- f}ashes in the darkness and then I toss off a aregraph which seems to show faint pro-

66. But for the most part, I'm either bumbling elong wordily about nothing of
blazing forth in frenetic attacks on something or someone not worth attaoking.
) : ; . - i : . . Re=
gardless of how far short my own stuff may fall, I've got many very definite ideas s
to what & fenzine should or should not: be. ] o : ‘
P rdaking 1 31 0 The format and other physical aspects of
p fangine are unimportant. As long as the text is clearly reproduced with & minimum
‘of typographical end other errors, the magazine is OK with me. It is nioce to bieak
:I solid expanses of text, I suppose, but I never heard of anyone objeoting to s book

cause it consisted of page after page of solild type. If the text ies any good we'll

read it snyway. ' The format can by no stretoh of the imagination be made to oompensete
for maatisfgctory written materiel.  You can £i11 sn ornate oapdy box with little



pellets of goat dung. end it is still goat dung. It does not ever become candy.

Justificeation is the most profound waste of time I have ever heard of. A print-
ed magazine will of course be even-odged, but no matter what you do, the mimeograph
will still turn out mimeography and the ditto dittography. Neither of these gadgets
osn turn out a product that even remotely resembles printing, so why try to make 1t
Jook other than the typing which it 1s? An occasional genius comes along who can
justify as he goes, but the average fanzine editor has to type a dummy to work from.
This is simply one extre typing of all the contents of a fenzine, sheer useless
drudgery. It is all very well to retype scmething if you are revising end improving
it as you go along, but why just. copy 1t? And if hhere is anything worse looking
then an attempt at even-edging which didn't quite jell, I'don't know what it 1s,

Most other format improvements do not repay the effort they take. Redd Bogge
explained to me once that he was restencilling end rerunning an article ofimine
- which iiad been slated for the ill-fated second issue of CHRONOSCOPE, because the run-
ning heads did not match. Y'know, until he told me that, I didn't even know his mags
. hed running heeds. I got down the Roggs file end looked, and surd enough -~ running
. heads on every page. - 4 goes- : .
 Multicolcr wori is nice, I suppose. All it inddcates to me is

‘another press run for some pcur mimeogr-gphef -~ chewing up es much time end energy
a6 it would have taken to run off an additional page of text. :
gyl Some people worry a=
bout “balance” , whatefler that is. What earthly difference does it maks? If the ma-
terial is good enough, you can carry six consecutive articles about the same subject
ane right afipr the other, end the reader will be annoyed only when he comes to the
end and finds out there is no more. If the material isn't that good, you are just
filling up spece to no avail anyway. ad. LoIx,
5.0 o0 Lo 07 e The matter of artwork is something else. Now
ané then, a piece ol artwork comes along which is worth publishing. The vast major-
ity of fan artwork, however, is amateur imitation of pulp magazine illustrative work
"As bad es the professional product usually ic, there can be no justification for
" half-beked imitations of it. Fandom has an occasional artist who knows how to draw
== Stibbard, Rotsler, Watson, perhaps Hunt, maybe a couple of others. All the rest

" " are doodlers. If you like doodlings, fine end dendy, but I don't. I don't even'

© 1ike them when they are signed "Finley"s A big exception to all this about ariwork
" .is cartoons. Several otherwise.unartistic fans are quite competent cartoonists -~

‘ notebly Wiflner and Kennedy. And for that matter a good enough punchline can carry -
" @ pretty sad-sack picturs. A lot of seriously intended fan illustrative work would
be quite worthwhile if it carried snappy captions. I can think of a couple of lith-
Jographed ACOLYTE covers I'd give anything if I'd put snappers on them.

2 g i g i . ey , Getting con-
" structive for a moment, here is the hep-hezard fuggheaded F. Towner Laney fanzine-
throwing-together technique which has worked for 14 issues of AOLYTE, 25 issues of
FAN-DANGO, end.about a dozen miscelleneous items. ’ :

i W, s g ” ‘ If the magezine is pretty formal,
“'with a.set sumber of pages and a table of contents, I make a dummy. It consists of
& sheet of typing paper folded once lengthwise with a number for each rege in a ver-
ticel row down one edge. I assign the first ? or 3 pages to editorials, ToC, etc.,
gkip them for a bit, and start on: page 3 or 4 with whatl consider to be the best
item T haves 1 stencil it as it comes, revising as I go if needbe. As each page is
stencilled, T note on my dummy what is on 1t. According to fancy, I fill up the bale
gnce..of any unfilled page as I go. If I have most of a page left, I may start an-
other article right then and there. More often, I'1l try to pick a filler item that
will just fit. 1In the case of ACOLYTE, T used poetry, most of which was rancid but
it filled up the page. A zood magezine would have a sheaf of specially written fil-
Jer items of various lengths in the' backlog. If I have a continuation of not more
then 10 er 15 linet, I sametimes save it with the hope that same subsequent page
will have a left-over space adequate for it. This system usually ends up with an
unused blank space, so when I write the editoriel, w{;_ch is left to last, T just



jemi with myself that meny lines further.‘ The dummy is used in making the table of
contents page, whish of course is the lest page of all to do. The qys*zamlsgzunds
‘(and is) hephaszard, but I've never hed to do a page cvor, -end a magazine -tossed to-
gether ‘just as.I've 2escribed was the number one fenzine for two years rumning. So
I guess 1t works. g TG ¢ his wf ee ook [ 4
P Dlam & “. v FPAN~DANGO is totally informales Preconceptions of each issue am
invariably wrongs < I've had 30-page projocted issues that ended up with six, and ore
8~page issue-ran to ?? before I finally got it choked off. Most of FAN-DANGO is
o cmposed ‘on the masterset, but the better items have usually been written end re-
" wrilteil as many as three or four timés.  The FAN-DANGO technique conslsts of put-
ting articles on stencil or mesterset es long as four mouihs before the issue is
dues’ Wthen I wind an issue uy, I pul. the pages in.order, number them, and fill in
the chinks if any. Pagination serves no purpose.except to keep the issue from be-
ing fouled up in the runoff. AR Sk il Nt i v i b il
Sl .. 77 ... Inconneotion with FAN-DANGO, perhepe I should men-
tion my mailing comment technique.- As I read the meiling, I mark enything that I
think I may wish to comment on, and meke a check on the cover of that magazine. I
. then. go through the checked magazines, and make a list of references by subjects,’
Since I lost one of these lists, I've taken to making them on the envelope the meil-
ing ceme in. When I meke my actual comments; I skip a lot of the stuff I marked,
but the stuff I do comment on I try to keep segregated by subject, so as to say all
on the subject in one places. OF course I have the stuff before me as T write -- no
commenting from memory. For same reason, if T wait longer than a month after I've
read the mailing, the odds are I'll skip it altogether. A , '
i D ; : Well, I've talked about
formet eand given my own'teohnigues == I guess I can't dudk talking about the sort of
stuff that should 2 in a fanzine. 4 = et bae . do el g
s ¥ Bobs #a ~ ¢ It is a tough subject to verbalize about. Since
we all have different tastes, a lot of stuff that Metchette will love I will hate,
and vice versas laturally, what I say about it will be colored by my own opinions.
And there is the further difficulty that this is not a subject easily raised to the
verbal level. Assaying the worth of a plece of prose is not dissimi{ar to oriticis
ing m:“ia If it 1s "right”, you know it, but you cennot always say why it is
WEAERL e b i bk i B e b i :
. Perhaps a good place to stert would be to disouss the editorial persona.
By this I mean the oxtensionalizetion of the editor himself <- i.e., what kind of a
guy do we think he is '{ud_sing only by reading his fenzine. Up to a point, I think
that the best editorial persona 'is built.up when the editor permits free reign in
his fanzine to all facets of his personslity. “If you are a fugghead, you'll have s
better magazine if you suppress your fuggheadedness, but this is pretty hard to do.
_In cther worde, the more pleasing, or colorful, or strilding your perscnality, the
more of it you should show in your fenzines And vice versas e

- s ' : ) Almost without excep~
-tioh,"“th'e best fanzines show this tendency to 8 marked degree. Burbee shows in his
publishings as a light-hearted, Joking, witty character who reveres nothing and
‘takes 1little seriously. He's even more so0 in the flesh. Widner's publishings ‘be-.
tray en idealist with e sense of humor, a guy who takes seriously the tesk of making
a better world and who at the same time cen bust down the rafters with a jovian bel-
Jy laugh, T roed Widner's various fanzines for three years before I met him, and
they turned out to'be a thoroughly unblemished portrait of their producer. 'I dam't
¢ think it coineidental that they rated so invariably high in the polls. Jack Speer's
publishings indicate & deep interest in nearly everything, a precccupation with ac--
curacy which often "leads to haeirsplitting, ‘e puckish sense of humor, en 1mpatiencef
with medioerity, & rether 8trong sense of his own _‘de‘stiny, and a few other things.
These are ‘also notable traits in Speer as I've met him. I've. not had the .pleasure
- of meeting Harry Warner, but he Was dne of the beet fanzine porsonas ‘of anyone. - His
stufi reflects a deep and informed interest in music, sound criticel ‘judgment, a.rpe-
flective interest in the Foibles of humanity, and & marvelous,. almost Pepysian, e-
bility to tell of the minutise ofhis own life with glan and readability. His fan-
zines are 80 good that he must be remarkably like them. S gy el 3L
p | TRl D E o T B R L R . T y It ie also possible to put
the finger on fanzines which fall short because they do not reflect the personelity



of their editor. Take my own ACOLYTE. Due to some ridiculous notion that fans were
interested only in fentasy, coupled with a weird idee that humor was out of place in
e magazine devoted to the literary side of fentasy and the weird, I produced a des-
picably stodgy end uninteresting fenzine. It is siguificent that the LASFS, who had
nown me only through ACOLYTH, were deeply disappointed when I moved to Los Angeles
and they found that I cussed, pleyed records, drenk, liked football, end even went
out with women. I guess that most of them had thought thet I was a fairy because I
was So interested in weird fiction. Another fanziae failure through a suppression
of tue s3itor's personality is that of Forrest J Ackermen. Here is a man who Believe
ed very deeply in the importance of both fendom and science~fiction, a generally dig-
nified character with strong convictions. So he filled his fanzines with froth, fake
spelling, weird typing, and outre mannerisms generszlly, rarely getting serious end
straightforward about anything unless he was mad at someonee If he'd let his per-
somelity loose in his magazines, he'd have published a blend of FANTASITE end FAN-
TASY COMMENTATOR. Instead he contentéd himself with "mirroring” fandom in 50 issues
of VOM (which old-timers will fondiy remémber as & pogr men's FAPA), and publishing
« creat spate of ephemeral rubbish which'was by no means worthy of print. VOM was
pretty gooc, in spots extremely .fine, but it depended solely on the whims that led

top contributors to send in occesional lstters or let themselves_be drawn into s%me
dissussion. It seems strange indsed that the msn who hes probably devoted more time

and thought to fandom than any other ten people has never puboished a subscription-
type fangzine. _ ' ‘

This matter of perscmality reflecting is of course a two-edged sword.
if you have a personality that makes people shun you, it is . doubtful thet its dis-
play in a fenzine will go over eithers You don't need to be a wishy-washy Polyanna,
but you must be likeeble to some people, no matter how virulently others may hate
yous If I wanted to moralise, I could point out that improving your personality to

the extent that its full demonsiration in a fenzine was successful would very likely
‘redound to yeur success as a person. ; L

~ 3 ‘ I den't know why exactly it should be so im-

* portant for a fanzine to reflecs the editor accurately and comprehensively, but I ime
agine versimilitude and sincerity (with the consequent sock possessed by writings so
qualified) is best obtained thereby. No matter how hard you try to conceal it, if
you think your readers are a bunch of goons, it will cresp cut between the lines.

If you are a dumbbell, you csan bo intellectuael to a fare-ye-well end impress your
readers only as a dope who knows not what he says. If you possess unwarrented self-
edteem, your attempts at self-deprecation or even simple modesty will be as false as
Daugherty'sssmile. ” '

, #hat & tengent this is growing intol Why don't I just say that
you've probably got to be improving yourself all the time in all sorts of different
ways if you hope to publish en acceptable and improving fenzine, and let it go at
that e :

e One reason I keep yapping about the editorial persona is that it has been my
bitter experience that the only sure way for any fanzine editor to get an asdequate
flow of really top-flight material is to write most of it himself. Since we are all
of us imperfect and faltering, this is no easy chore. The will to write top—fli-ght
stuff is the least of the desiderata for so doinge. Usually it just won't 3oll.
you yourse.i’, as editer, are the one guy in the world who knows just what you want
in the way of material, and who cen write it better them you? Burbee very likely cen
write e far funnier satire than you cen, but he won't use your pet punch-line.
Searles or SDRussell can back you off the map as a solid reviewer and oritic , but

ths edds are slight that they'll tee off -on the book-zﬂz_ went reviewed, and it's '
dollers to doughnuts that they'll react to it far differently than you did. Rotsle
can draw better in a minute then you cen in a year, but try to get Willie to draw
your carfoen idea. And so it goes. ¥ & '
And whet if your stuff isn't as good as theirs?
Maybe if you look at enough of their stuff afialytically end.critically and apply.'
what you learn to your own writing, you'll’smprove. If you plug-hard ‘enough at your
own writing, meny en individual style of your own will develop. And if jou get to



_wondering whet's the use, when' you compere your stuff with theirs; you cen comfort
yourself with the thought that they too have models snd ideals they look up to and
compare ‘themselves with disparagingiys e : ' ;

= & My, what s preathment i
~ n I oe UL T | ' 'Even though youwat

a lot of stuff self-written -~ and a really good fanzine will depend largely on its

oy @ditor's writings -« you will need plenty of items created by others. The gain-

ing ‘of such stuff requlres plenty of finesse. AR A -

. . ¥ ROSE. i, 6 SUBIEO il In the first place, lay off the pro

authors. If your butcher happens to bé a pal of yours y:u don't expect him to keep

. .'you in free T-beres, any mere than you expect your carpsnter crony to build you e
" free house or your radio store buddy to give you a free Ampex Tape Recorder (1ist

. price {!3800). The pro authors make their living writing, or try to. It is a gross

. impertinence to ask them to give you scme of their work. If you kmow a pro, andl»

. insists on writing for you, IT Ts a little different, provided he writes scmething
which 3s. obviously for his own recreation. R.P.Grahem, for instance, had the time
of his life at the £scond Wild Hair session. And there have béen other similar cas-
es, such as the articles E,Hoffman Price didfor Willie Watson on high olass liquor

»and how to:recognize 'i%e. But don't importuns them. And NEVER accept a pro's re-.

- Jectod story, no matter how good it seems %o you In your blue haze of awe and excite
ment when he gives it to you. If it really is worth enything, he'll eventually sell
-, 1%, and your publishing of it may foul up his copyright. If he can't sell it, there
48 no earthly reason for you to waste time .and money publishing it. The only thing

.1t/ 0en possibly do is to tear down the reputation of both author and fanzine. (I

" say these things with full knowledge of the vast amount of pro stuff I solicited amd

cused in ACOLYTE.” I'm héertily ashamed.of myself). 5 :

A it i RN RN VA | - ... In the second place, lay off the
~ established fen writers. The: have outlets for far more stuff than they'll ever
write, and your bombarding tlhom with requests for material is waste effort. This is

) b"pdr_tioqla.rl‘y true if you ‘aré a beginning editor. The old-timer has been nipped too

" oftten hy aspiring new editors who fall by the wayside before they publish the mater-

~1al they've begged so0 hard for, or who do p:blish it so poorly that he wishes he'd
never written it. ' After you Hove your fenzine w-1l and solidly established, with an
earned reputation for accurate neatness in reproduction and reliable promptness in

. distribution, you'll find the established fans sending you high quality stuff out o

“‘aclear blue sky. , s ooy | : ‘

-~ In the third place, lay off the NFFF manusoript bureeu and. other

Sipllar groups. With all due respeot to several guys who have performed a whole lot
‘o:i_‘__.s.e,lﬂ,pss work, no mss bureeu is likely to have eny material that is worth g whoop.

Most of the stuff you'll get from such a scurce will turn out to be rejects from
SPACEWARP (see Rapp's monthly mesthead if you don't believe me) and other quality

fenziness If-i%t isn't good enough for a quality fanzine, it isn't good enaigh for

yom, éither.. . , BOY q Lax ; e : .

81l " .- You can exemine aimost eny major fanzine, past or present, and you-

. will find that two or three regular contributors whose stuff rarely appears else-
where creatye the ‘material which really constitutes the backbone. FANTASY OMMENT A-

TOR Ras Tiayril Ledd end Matt Onderdomck. ACOLYTE had Baldwin, Rimel, Wakefield, and

Hoffman. SPACEWARP hes Watkins, Conner, Sneary, Metchette, end others. And so it

goess  Build up your own stable of writers, write a lot yourself, and your worries

about méterial will be negligible. ‘ o) : : o ,

3 IHOY 2 A gimmick that works with notable success is to
spot psople who can write well and feed them stencils. Pick people who are capable
of writing sttiff that need not be edited, and who et the same time are not very act-
ives Burbee ‘used this technique a lot. 8o do I.. ‘Couple this stunt with frequent
publication, and watch the material pour in. There is something about a couple free
blank stencills coupled with the knowledge that enything written on them will appear
in but a few weeks that practically forces & guy to the typewriter. Of course you.
have to have a certain emount of jugegement in knowing who can be trusted to write
interesting stuff at all times, but if you haven't this muoh @cumen the odds ere you
can't publish a passable fanzine anyway. ' ‘ '



_Mnother gimmick is to have e small (or maybe not so smll) 10031 group from
which to draw matériale. With luck, you may even get them to. finance your megazine.
Don 't expaot eny help on mechenicel deteils. The geng veréy ‘1ikely will gather while
you are werking enc help meke the time go faster for you, but anything beyond tbis
is like _ro;ciﬂgs from e cloud.

You oan also use, the " me-sho‘b session" teohnique,
but this is not advised unless you really know what you are doing. 'Burbee ‘and I’
have sponsored around eight such bashes since Jenuary 1945, end we learned the hard
way that a passable result wi.l cscur only if certain strict rules are observed. =
The ar*istry of the one-shot fanziné is an ev ticle in itself ~- in fact I wrote such
~ é.n article in 1946 and Burbee published it I'd plagarise myself and give out with
16 ancé again, except that ‘the 'LASFS réprinted an emasculated version about a year
ago in SHANGRI LA. So.tske down your sopy of " the SHANGRI 1A ‘ell-star reprint issue,
and in the early porbion of the articie add %o Burbee's sales talk for the one shot
session, WHY IT WILL BE JUST LIKE ‘A DAUGHERTY PROJECT -EXCEPT' THAT IT WILL ACTUALLY
_HAPPEN." .You will’ then hold in your hends the complete article and will be all set
{:o havena one—sho’c'fanzine sessicm may'bee E N
" Anothsr excellent source for fanzine ma«
= te;i‘m (and strangely enough 1t has been little exploited" is the public library:
If: your library hus any number of foreign periodicals, a certain emount of browsing
wili uncover very 1ovely stui? Walch scareel‘y any fanzine reader will see unless you
publish it. .Uiless you 6o a'stickier #£or formelity, you need not even get. permis-
- ., 8ion to raprint, since what thd- furriners don't. know won't hurt ‘em. (/COLYTE re-
printed several items from foreignperi odicals, including a French article on the in-
_fluence of Poe on Baudelaire which Harry Warner “renslated for fanzine purposes ) .-
I would not suggest sny great dependence on suchsources, but. if you are ir a bind
_EeT A good, solid erticle deeling with some phase of fantasy in its xrterary aspects
I~the Ilbrery may be your solutiona.

I might remsrk in- passing that your goal should
be a back—log oontaining enough useble material to meke no less then a full 1ssue at
all times. Most successful fenzines reach this point after the first year or 8o0.
It is something of a drewback to your contributors, .since a fat. ‘backlog means slower
pumication, Jbut what a godsend 1t is %o the harried editor. ..

P After all this gum-
beeting, I see I've s+111 not given any indication of what kind of material you.
tould strive for. Of course, all these remarks about the editorial .persona imply
that the magazine should reflem yoarself which of course will affec+ 1ts scope.

Personally, JI am unabls bo stend fenzine fiction. "I never read any fictim in
“a fanzine unless ¥t was written by E.Everett Evens. (I read that only for the laughs)
With full end abashed knowledge of the meny pages of fiction I myself published, T
-will'state flatly that any serious story that is worth a feint dgem will be publish-
ed somewhere professionally.. This is all the more true now that the fantasy/stf field
is glutted with prozines.  And:as ut+er1y unreadable es the typical pulp magazine is
at its best, life is Just +00 short. to read its’ rejects, to say nobhing of sweating
out the stenci‘lling and mimeographing of them. il
“Please note that I said serioua story e
Satire is qu&te another dish. I still remember with great relish same of the innum
erable take- -offa o "World of Null-A', ‘particularly Paul Spencer’s. 'There was Bur-
ton Crane, with ' Free Seeds from Congress ‘and other gems. A lot of Burbee's ‘best
_work is. 8 etirical fiction, including the " ij:em he considers his best; ‘even if Rotsler
- did butgu'h it up on publication.: ("Big Neme Fan', 1f- you must kncwr.) ‘Nor should"I
forget "Shadow Over North Wyymouth. 91" by Art Vi dner, a sneppy double také-off od
Lovecrraft and George 0.Smith. Stuff like this is wonderful. "Any fenzine editor who
can publiah its equivalent is doing his readers ‘a” favor.
' What I do object to is ‘ma: ~
91‘&31 written for professionnl publioaticn and rejected, .or élse mérely written in
Sii.uviah imitetion: of hack fictiom. :For. that matter, it need not be hack the guy is
$mitatings Who wants to'read an inept, watered-dom imitation of M.R.James when he
. cen. get the reql thLing? It's fully as ‘Sensible as chewing up and swallowing the
pictures out of a cookbook instead of eating a seven-course dinnsr. ,

1



: ~ Plenty of crbher fanzine readers object to fiotim.: I don't know their reasons.
But to me,. in addition to. being, unraadable, fioction . in a fanzine indicates that the
editor was out.of material and too lagy or. too. du“ or both to write anything to fill
8 pages. . .
uf> hi P g » Another dislike of mine is: poebry. I used to use it for fillers. I
even wrota three or,., four poem (serious weird ones, too ) which wore published in
yaclous fanzines. 'I‘he word you are. groping for, son, is. f‘uggaead. I'm not even gro-
f.orfj;i'ho
ping - The., objeotima to fic-I'im do, not o.pply to poe'cry at all. . Nearly all
verse is semi—amateur‘, so far as making a. living out of it ia concerned, end most o
i by fer is published in, semi-professimal magazinea. The fanzine editor who waikits
to waste space with it can i1ill his magazine with an. array of “name" poets and can
: compete on fairly even terms with the semi-pro poetry magagines,, particularly the
Mvanity" cness I could tell you how to go about it, but I won't do ite. It weighs
%00 hezvily on my consgience when I think of the amoun'h of this sort. of orud I pub-
1ished myself for me to do any.,hing to encourage someone else to try it. If you wemnt
to publish poetry, go into that field, and let fanzine publishing rem2iu <+the medium
for.."1iterate self-expression' that some of us try to kid ourselves it sametimes ie.

"I can see some of you beJinning to ask yourselves if this Terrible Towner likes
i anything. Yes, I do. ‘Any “ime enyone has something to say, end cen do a passable
Job of saying it, he is my boy. 1I'11l read what he says, very likely reread it., 1I'll
show 1% to my friends and brag on 35 “OTr 1] try to get hinm to write something for
FAN-DANGO and very” likely T'11 become a conty 1bu+ or to his fanzine, if he has one'

My time sameone really has non*‘-hing to say, I'11 rec\d 1t with pleasure even
“ f'he doesn't do a very good ich of saying its Af*er all who am I to gripe if some=
one can't write any better than I can?

; S FNES . By "something to say" I don't meen that the
guy need be serious. “'He ‘may be' ribbing the.socks off someons or something. Maybe
nots Perhaps he is wrought up" ovar 8 ome ba,ok hefs discovered and wants others to -
read (or not read). Maybe he is wouud up about cne of my own pet interests, .Or may-
be he's rroing to town gbout some‘bhing I neither kmew nor cered much about.

: . The sub-
jeot fiatter 1s immaterials "He cen even be tqlking about; scienoe-fietion if he does a
good' enough job, has something original to say. His stuff may be originael only in
that ‘1% deals with something I mever happened to lmow much about. liaybe he's been
talinlking overtime and hes some original or quasi-origingl notions or synthesis of
other’ people&' notions. —Maybe he's walk‘lng on someoue for being such a fugghead md
hés some glorious new cancept for éatirization. ;
o ORIGINALITY.. Let's-p\at that in ceps.
\ It oartainly o s a prime requisite of bny fmzine materiala.

&
-fanzine article should be a matter of ccmplete 1ndifferenoe.Th§asub st mﬁ i’.’ré’flf‘;

lost. interest. in:stf end fantasy, I don't care so much for a lot of the stuff in fan=-
gines. If my own FAN-DANGO has anybhing: on ‘the subject as often as once a year I~
. feel I'm slipping badlys.: This 45 just me., Hell with it, But it does strike me as
4 hell of "a- commentary: on: some, people that they 1nsist that a’ fanzine contain stuff
relating only to stf, fantasy, or fandom. “Such narrowness seems incredible. (Those
of. you. who read: any issues. of my:own ACOLYTE: are’ no-doubt rolling on the floor by m)
Here §s this great teeming world.of ours; loaded with fascinating stuff to think ‘sbout
end: #alk about and do something about: maybe, and yot thers are articulate peru.nd ‘o
want to swaddle themselves in a abagnunt puddle in'a backwuter or eaoaput wriﬂng
and thmlg of ;nothing: 018841+ o by
.No- mutter what " sub;joct 13 dealt with some farzine remd-
ors soewhere will probo.bly be interested in it. Evemn if they aron't if you keep

i%ging et it well en » yoOu-may- probably ‘create some converts, lhturall

kave more stuff dealing: with stf and:fantasy.than with other subjects. - Tms 13
.%o be expected. But there is certainly.no need to:stick with this same old ruts .
Babies whq want "to_keep playing with 'bhai.r rattles . afber they are chrmologjcal uiuli:s
usually end up 1n institutions. , Fant e



From bitter experience in reading page after pave of blather from fuggheads,
1'd suggest that it is cften et er +o0 make a cleen break  from stf rather then to
try to do much with the subjucts Ygrowing out of scientifiction . . There is somﬁthing
ebout scientifictioa,” parficularuj in 1ts more sociclogicel facets, which seems to
gt a8 a lodestone to crackpots. If there is enytbing du.ler than serious construc-
+1ve aerticleos of crackpot tharwizings, 24001'* ’1ag1ne whan it mey ‘bes
- Articlass of
extrsnolaticn san be wonderiul, enuer+aining, stimulating, thought-producfive read-
ings IF ‘thelr “writers indicate at least & nodding acquaintence with known facts.
Good articles of this nature are among the best material eny €anzine can feature.
T too meny fannish attempts along these lines betray incredible ignorancq of “re-
¢lfty” , probability, or. anything else ‘save the daydreaming of noychopw,”a. of nlin-
1013 interest only. ‘hey have no place ciher than in case. histories.
' i . Now of course
ne arafeur writer cen be ox pected o heve the savant's grasp of any subject. Cert-
ginly, though, he should have ean iukling of what he.l: valking about, the knowledge
of ‘an informad laymen. And his knowl 2edge should be the .authentic kind -~ not the
tripe dredged from the Rosicrucians, Thecsophists, Forteans, Korzybskiphiles Dian-
otlcians; Shaverites, and their 1lk. if a guy doesn't have th*s ¥rowiedge, the least
“he cen do is to keep his mouth shu® in company, and the loavy you, es. editor of a
: fan_.,v, o an: do is to refuse him a Soundi:g basy
; AUTHENTICITY. There is enother
prine requisi+e for & fansins 1cicle< A safe rule 7or any editor is to reject any
artisle whose authenticity he doubts, vnless it is ylainly a satire or other humerous
pieces
“ - Net all originaz and authentic artichs are aoceptable einner‘ Wo are all
of us roank ematéurs at this art of sitringing words: together, end «xo cf us is a8
]iLelv to toss out a truly first-class piece of writing as a sandlot baseball player
4s to breek into the New Yo“LYankaes‘ vetting order. ;+'s been done, in both ca&as,
but no? very oftenc :
Amaueur* cr no, somewhere we must draw a 11ne. How poorly writ—
ten en. article cen a good fenzine stand? This leads into the question of revision.
Should anh editor revise wmatciial submitted ©o him? I'm not thinking so much of mis-
speliings. and obvious errort of grammar. You usually do your cont tribvutor a favor
wnenLy?u correct fhese for him, and I believs this practise is pretty much taken for
groaviuela .
‘ Should +he “editor oh,idve prollf arfigles? Should he rewrite where he
thinks it proper? In a probaily unjustified assump+ion of bland omnipotence,’ I've
alweys juggled stuff around to suit my fancy. If T revise very much, however, the
_end-result reads more and more like a Laney article. A time or so, 1ong—winded char«
acters have become furious at my condensing their submissions., One time, Sem Wosko-
- wits actually made me apologise for cutting & 12-14 page article on Weinbaum down to
: € pagess The fact tha+ the revised version. was readeble and the originel was not is
,besiae the pointo
" This. revision question is one that each editor must decide for
: himself. If I had my publishing to do over, I believe I'd revise far less then I
did, and reject far more. It is doubtful if eny article that requires a major rewrite
is worth fooling with. - It might also be noted that the editor who attempts to re-
“wise the- work of someone who is a markedly better: wrifer then himself iz no* likely
to.get a seoond chance.
g In no case, hOWGVBT. Should any fanzine editor publish any-
mnldg,wn.ch s not eminently READABLE.' A‘othe‘ prime requisite.. A
. o aterial
is original authenfic, and readable - you ve got a wcmderfui fani:nzf : wE 2
er fan-
ziné publishing problem that seems~worth discussing is the question of' sugzg::p:izn
fenzines versus give-aways. .There are advan+ages and drawbecks to both cases.
the publishers of subsc 109fz811
ription ‘fanzines Since +he very beginming. yor.. can just about

count un your fingers the ones who performed in a reas

onably ethical fashion. If you
are going to sell your fanzine, your very offering it for a pxice 4m Lies o cfnorag
If you teke money for your fanzine you owe ‘your subsoribers . xwﬁgulari “of prblica-

e



ot oyt v

tidh, £4ll refund of any unused subszrigtic? moneysé and- of course a magazine of tid
: : ity you ! 1ed “hem 4o expect. 4 : 4
general size and qua}'ity you have Cingh D s S don ah b
fanzine ‘enjoys ‘the adveutageocf meking scuebody else pay for his fun. If properly
edministered, ‘a subscription fanzins can be made to break even or pe:rh_‘aps shew a
slight profit. The emount of work it will teke will be staggering, but 1t cen be
dones If you get gzood at it, ‘you can net as much es.f# Tew hour-in clear profit
fein your publishing lebors< =« < ; “ e it
: m ?‘.’Q et » 2 (I can cibte my own ACOLYTE. It was published quarterly
i ‘an edition of 200 copiés of 30 to $4 pages each, iimeographed, ‘end almost invar-
“fably carried a lithographed cover costing an average of $5.50 to $6.00‘@ For its
last two years it not only paid for 1tself 100% including cover and pustais, but de=
ff&zyéd most of the expense of the quarterly FAN-DaNGO, e mimeograph?d 10 t¢ 1? pager
¢f 75 chples. It paid off simply because I got plugs for it everywhere I coulds
oro,inss, other fanzines, poetry mage:ines, even in the SAN FRANCISCO CHRCNICLE; and
because I edemantly refused o carry deadheads oxcept in a few instances whers they
were contributing material or might reasonebly be expected tc do so.)
; ' ol To my mind,

. the ndvantage of a fanzine pavii; its own we: is far counterbalanced by the way it
ties its editor down. A subscrijption fanzine, if publishe’ with any degree of reg=
ularity, quickly becomes an =aimost unsupportable burden. You fir.i yourself pounding
eway on it whether you want to or not. An snjoyable hobby turns into an incubus.

if" you pubiish s giveaway, vou have tc iinsnce it yourself. Even a simple is-

sue can quickly eat up six or eigiit dollars. But you can publish as often or as
seldom as you like, you can say anything you wish without wondering if some thin-
“skinned fool will cencel his subscription, you can pick and choose your msiling list,
and you cen hold your eirculation es low as you want. If something else comes up:
"'ypu want to do, you can forget your fanzine for menths on end, and resume where you
“laft off without painstekingly building up from scratch again. If you publish
through FAPA you néedn't even bether with a mailing 1ist or distributing individual
‘copies, and you moreover gét in exchange once every quarter a fat envelope contain-
‘ing 200 or 300 peges of fonzines from obher members. ;
SO O aRTML 0 . : ; ' All in all, I think the give-
away beats the subscription femzine ell hollow. This may be because T got my fill
and ‘more of the latter. But if fenzining is truly a hebby for you end not a full-
time wunprofitable chore, the give-sway is your meat. ;

A (IEva mOIeV e T LoW8 - Y o  Make no mistake about it, ei-
“there " The publishing of a fanzine'is one of the very best hobbies I have ever encoun-
tered, end I whc' say this have Tollowed literally dozens of hobbies at one time or
another, * It is participative rather then passive, and it moreover depends fat more
on ‘ability then money. You cen be mighty broke, and still maintein an envikble pos-
ition in the fenzine world. Your own little stack of stuff is something you'll read
with great interest, and show to your friends with pride. And look at all the fun

it isa ' Try i€, lads - ¢ V8 L ] ) ' oy,

COMMENTARY BY RAPP: . The foregoing is one of the allstime fanzine clmssics, and I
have often wished that every new fan had a chance to read it bes
“fore tackling his first ettempt at writing or publishing Fanzines. I begen resten~
cilling it as a part of ‘the section of reprints from early SAPS mailings which you
‘will find later” in this issue. 0ddly enoughy I just remlized that thie was NOT or-
iginally part of a SAPSzine. SPACEWARP in 1950 was a subscription fanzine, and this
plece, part of an issue guest-edited by Laney and Burbee, was sent to subscribers.md
slso distributed in FAPA, ‘but ‘not in SAPS. i ' _ : :
T dod o mios ST 80 years later, Leney's advice is still
‘-as sound as the day it was written, end his article serves, in itself, es a model o
what fine fenzine writing should be. ' The only thing I would add is that publishing
e subscription fenzine has an adventage over ‘a freebie zine in that, if your reeders
send you memey you know you're ‘succesding in your selfappointed sditorial taske



SPECTATOR 143 (Lynch): The decline of our womber hip list to 14 sent me digging 2

the archives for Steuiater #1 to see how meny SAFS we staxu-

ed out with. There were, I found, 16 of ELJﬂfTTEo ouo is onigmatically listed as

Tullis - first neme and Fédrees wiknown” and was wever seard from egein in SAPS,

so effectively the number is 15.) (I eonjecturs Shab ,he nysterious Tullls was en OF
goof, duplica+ing the newe of ancthex membﬂlp f911is Htreif.). Unfortunately, the
00 _did not list the contents of the maiiing (') emd 1 don't have the pagecount fig-
ures haray, but as I recall it was 39 pages. If you're interested,however, the 1%
charter members end their locatlons In 1947 ere: Lloyd Alpeugh, Somerville, NJ3
¥red Ross Burgess, South lills, NC; Ron Christensen, Brooklyn NY; John Cockrofi.
San Anselmo, CA; Walter Coslet, Helene, MT; George Fox, Rahway, NJ3 Joe Ke ..oiyy
'Dove., NJ; Ron Maddex, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia: Rick Sneary, South Gats, CAj Telis
Streiff, Wichita, K33 Redd Boggs, Minneapolis MN; Van Splewn, D=lias, TX; Harold
Cheney, Jr., Little Falls, NY; Tom Jewett, Clyde, OHj Andy Tyens, Address Unkuown.
Incidently, my SAIS file doesn't go beck *hat fers; this Yulc is due to Howard DeVore
who reprinted Spectator #1 for the 100th Mailine = ';-viue that has provee fentast-
ically velueble to mé meny times since then.

* WSLCOME TO THE RANKS OF XCE, NICKI !

SPACE WANDERER # (Joynor):' “our objection to withholding of income tex from divi-
. dends end interest doesn't go iar enough, Marye. The
", seme arzuman+= yoa use apply to withholding from wages, eas wall. In particular, % o
that money were not withheld it would earn interest for you an average of 7% months
- before the tax is due. Furthe:more, ss long as e uhion continues, the dollars are
- more veluable at the time you earn thew Then “hen you have to pay the tex. At the
. very least, the IRS should oredit the ,amuayur with 6% interest for the time they
. hold his funds prior to the tax Aus date. After all, if you are late paying your °
income +ax,’they charge YOU Z:™ uxbst for the deley$ Hmmm, they couliin't say it
would be lmpractical, either: in most localities, if you puy your property taxes
in advance of .the due dete, you get a discount...
Among the delusions that have
o been imposed upon the nation...is a motley, amphiblous-charactered thing called tle
. balence of trade. This balance of trede, as it is called, is taken from the custom-
 house books, in which entries are mads of all cargoes exported, and also of all cer-
goes imported; In each year -- and when the value of the exports, according to the
price set upon them by the exporter or by tie custom-house, is greater than the val ue
-of the imports, estimated in the seme menner, they say, the balance of %rade is much
: 1n their favor. 4

"The oustom-house books prove regularly enough that so many cargoes

¢y 'have been exported, and so meny imported -~ but this is all that they prove, or wers
© "'intended:to proves They have nothing to do with the balance of- profit or los BV
it is ignorance to appeal to them upon that account; for the case is, that ine great—
er the loss in eny one yeer, the higher will this thing called the balence of trade
appear to be according to the custom-house books, @For examplo nearly the whole of
the Mediterreanean convoy has been teksn by the Fremch +his e ar -~ consequently those
cargoes will not appear as imports on the custom-kcuse oooks and therefore the bal-
ance of trade, by which they mean the pro°i+9 21 it, will appear to be so much the
greater, as the loss amounts to -~ and c: %he other hand, had the loss not happened,
the profits would have appeared to have been 8o much the less. All the losses at ses
happening to returning cargoes, by eccidents, by the elements, or by capture, makes
;the balance appear the higher on the side of the exports --~ snd wére theoy all lost at
sea, it would eppear to be all profit ‘on the custom-houss books., Also every cargo of

- exports toat 18 lost end occcesions enother to be sent, ad?

s adds in like menner Lo the side
of the exports, and appeers es profit. Thirc year the belenoce of trade. will sppear



high, because the losses have heen great :» segbure and by storms. The lgnorence of
the British Parliesment iz listening t: this heckneyed imposition of ministers about
the balance of trade is astonishing. It shows how little they kpow cf national af-
fairg. s--They understend oriy fox-hunting and the game leaws o (Ihomas Paine;fzﬁf
eline of “he Engl¥sh Systém gghFinance)(1796) #H yot Eimonds incpires me to yet
e more quotation: v"%ﬁr‘fbrms of .government let fools cembuu.t, / Whate'er is best
edministered is beste (Alexender Pope, An T ““.VEE)“» ## 1. 1liked your storys.
the personality of the cheracter is well-Troazht wut, and the ending avoided being a -
letdown after the long builduy. 415 ‘3

BARSOOM #?2 (Thiel): John, your farsine fills me with nostalgia or something, it is

‘ almost typical of what SAPSzines used to be like far, far back
in earlier fannish days. Except for one thing.. You don't have hundreds of striks-
overs and typographical errors and misspellad words. (WO, NO!} I DON'T MEAN YOU =
" SEOULD PLAN TO INCLUDE THAT STUFF NEXT ISSUEY%) WMettoes of fact, your typing is pro-
bably less error-prone than mine. *Sigh * whet wi.l fandem think of next? #+ Cover
art is beautifully done (be sure to tell liadolsky -- when you're lucky encugh to rua
aoross that skilled.a practicioner ' the difficult cirafi of doing artwork on shen-
cil, believe me it pays to siroke his ego at every opoortunity). I notice you don't
wse sheding plates anywhere in your zine. Are you femiliar with them? The ones you
sen buy et fearful expense are sheets of plastic with raised patterns of dots or lines
but if finences are & problem you can substitubs such things as medium-coarse sand-
peper. or fine screen (like the kind in bea-strainers, for instence). What you do is
place the shading plete undernsath the steucil znd then use the rounded hemndle-end &f
a stylus or somsthing of the sort to rub the stencil where you went the shadi .z Lo
come thru. (There are elso the little cogwheel stylus gizmos, which ere iics for
sheding lettering). #E yot Nicki esbout Emergency Officers: I de:'h recall when the
title was first used (I'll check it out next time I'm going thiu the old meilings in
the attic) but the function is prectically as old as SAPS itself -- see Wrei PRallard's
article somewhere in this issve. #H-'T believe 't wo: the American Amateur Press
Associstion that Lovecraft was a member of. #/ “fhe Million Year Wer': +the other
day the local paper mentioned thet Sprirg I the.scuson when you notipge’ the contras:
between the bare spots ig ‘your lawn =i the lush grass pushing up thru the cracks in
your sidewslk. That reminds me, czow Shat Spring is here I gotta rub some linseed oil
into the snath of my soythe.  Honest.: (It's easier to do tli=n say, come 4o think of
it)s 4 Whet's this about '"67 Chevvys in Knacki's kecluxn? Mine is'a '66 Bel Alr
wtth (at +the moment) 132,000 miles on it. Ruus like a ohsrm. First winter in six
years I didn't once need a jump start or a tattery churger on cold mornings. Only
problem is that rain leeks in at the top of the uindshield. No, not in the winter,
silly, when the temperature getec wbov: free:_ag. The only thing I miss about the
'73 Fords. I had before the Chevy is tls little switch on the rearview mirror thest let
you eliminate reflected headlight glare at night. Bub having vent windows more than
makes up for thet. ' Aute designers should have stoppéd “improving" cars while they
were ahead of the game. . - T8 iosy I 508
ZAP (Briggs):  Bob, you're going to be the ruination of my poor old eyeballs yet, b

your comments are interesting and individualistic enough to be worth
it. I agree with meny of the conservative viewpoints you quote, or at least feel they
raise issues which should be discussed by anyone opposing them.. I wish, tho, thet -
there were more advocates of ccuservative economic policy who weren't. also rabid.
racists.  I've worked with end gone t : ~
" viduals who were members of min%rigy §r§§§§°%cwiggrﬁnﬁhgiuggubgzﬁ.¥i§2n§§§{ Zeiggéah
them eny more then you can abdut us WASPs. There are good ﬁnd'béd‘people in eny ra-
oial group -- unfortunately the bad cwes are the most conspicuous 'ugually s and by
end large they ere coping with things as best they cen, just 1ike’you'and me . A’?ér-\
vson's+?thnic b:°§g?°":glis like a fhysical hendicap: it can serve as an excuse fo
expecting special privileges, or it can be a ¢ e th ' e ;
achieve his goals. -i# Gogh;’8¥ring.got to ;1o&;&:egggozgagthzogv;;igmzi1121ogger ¥°
day is Mﬂg 9, and we've got a fire going in the stove«Z-The'weather‘fﬁrecastgriéa i
it'11 go down into the low 30's tonight, with frost possible. . Had to 'go out and put’
_flowerpots and boxes and stuff over the dozen tomato vlants T rashly set out in tge’A"
_garden last week. Owell, at least we had enough werm days so the fruit treés’got ;
| their blossoms pollineted this year. I HOPE it':s 'not; going to get cold enaigh to in-

P e BT Haven't csca ASIMOV'S SF MAG, but did get ANALOG o r



the first time in severalvyears; end scrree. Lhet thers have been meny chaqges_in pulp
mags. ANALOG even has a classified & wolisn: wiWo JW must be whirling in his tomb .
The impression I got wes that Schnid® war ordered by the publisher to use up ‘the back-
log he inherited from Bova before syending money on new material. Either that, or

his editorial judgment is lcusy. Ab eny rate, the Soience Fect article in the April
issue (§oodavage pushing his space-age astrology) was obviously written several-yeani
ago. Sez by the time you read this you can check whether my prediction is correct
and the prediction concerned weather in early 198l. By now it's too late to do mush
checking unless you have access to the back file of a newspaper or some such record.
(Incidently, does enyone else in SAPS ever check the predictions in the 0ld Farmer's

Almenec? Most of them are vague enough so it's hard to tell whether or not they are
correct, but now end.then it surprises me by forecasting a spell of unusual weather .
with pinpoint accurscy:) Which just imspired me to look up tThe predictions for Cal-
fornia this April - to see if any menticn wes made of the Coellnga earthquake. No,
butit says, ﬁEarly”April will bring heavy rains to the rurth while the rest of the
regicn will be drier than usual." Riok Sneary tells me Los Angeles had 30 inches of
rein in April, en all-time record. So much for long-renge weather forecasting.. -
Something else eborh Wi IT: that was when someone decided it would be a gres’ il.:z
if ell the megenines pictured the U.S. flag on their July issue covers. A Lut of
them kept up the custom for yeers after WW II ended. ## yot Leiz 2bout socialized
cducation is closer to reslity then you might think. In sevevu. college courses T-
took, the class was divided into groups of five or so, assigned to prepare a Jolnts
meport on some topic for presentetion to the rew:’ader of the class. . Eéch me@péflbf
a group got a grade based. on the report, not oi now much or how 1ittle he: persinally
sontributed to it. Even worse, in one of Nency's classes the instructor ennounced
that he didn't believe in competitive grading, so everyone who completed the course
would get a "B". Most of the class were pleased, but not Nemcy. It spoiled her
all-A average.~ Come to think of it, a few mailingsbback we were kicking around the
problem of high 'sehool henor rolls. The bezt students sometimes fail to make the
honor roll ‘because they're carrving a heavy =uhoduis of tough courses, while, others
carrying a light load of mickeymouse courss - ot all=A averages. Don't be-
lieve any of.the teachers in SAPS ha’ o zcoluwbiosi for that problems.. & ¢ i

* CGOSMIC DEBRIS 20 (Lynoh): What's = “menu driven progrem” for using a ¢ omputerfor

Sl accoubing? . Now if you were in the resteurant business
that would begia silly question, I SUPPOS©ses Supermarket profits: 3% doesn't
sound like much, until.you realize that a #errific smount of money flows thru a big
supermarket in the course .of a day's business. I'vc seen them checking register to .

tals at the end of the dey end $8,000 per register isn't uncommon. With 10 checkdtq_:nw

lenes, that would mean $80,000 a day. and 3% of thet means #2,400 profit. The ques-
tion is, what is profit? Obviously sil operating expensés, salaries, rrent, etc. are . |
taken care of first, but what about dividends to stockholders? Do:they come out of
the profit, or are they considered overhead and deducted before'profit is figured?
Of course, it is.large seles’ volume with small markup that enables. supermarkets to
compete with §maller groceries. They're certainly more efficient, but they are also
a lot more.profitatle to the eperators then they are usually willing to admit. ##
Bacher preparation time: But Nicki, in almost every salariéd‘occubation'you're»ex-
éicted,tg Pﬁz in off-duty time preparing yourfelf for your sctual working hours. ;
ey's why they're salaried posititns instead of - ' . 1o -
curity: 'Well,yone way the litary used to hand12°:g§¥ r:%grggzg sefﬁ;ggyp;a:rtze
divide: it up among two or three people: 1like putting three different locks on a
sefe, and no one pewson knew the combination to all three of them. (In one outfit

with control over nuclear weapons, where I used to :ull Dyty NCO, the Duty”Officer;

"and T would be locked into the building with = v '
carrisd loaded: «45'e and: half the eutheniieaticn codossiior Geierainina it Socoe ine

elert messages were genuine or not). Ous reason for the .45 was that if we:: suspec-
ted our colleague of taking eny unauthorized action we were supposed to get the drop
on him and call for help. Neither of us wes asuuptight about thaet, tho as we were
about the ppSSibility of using the wrong page of the codebook when. a (practice) alett
came thru -- the codes changed every few hours accofding to s complicated System' and
you had only 30 seconds at most o decide whether the message was suthentic or'n;t‘
There was another headquarters where I used %to pull Duty'NGO whors. the rooﬁ_we‘ahqu



in was;oeparaﬁed from the messaege center by & long corridcre. When a TWX ceme in.at
night thet demended immediate action, the Message Center cperator would cell us and
one of us would go pick it up, but fifst we had to contact the security guards by
phone. so they could switch off the UV beams enc sonic deteotors in the corridor, .or
we'd have set off alarms all over. the base by walking thru it Security around. thet
outfit was so tight it was funny at times. They started ouf with:colored badges far
different areas, and put up signs like THIS IS A GREEN ‘BADGE AREA to warn off un-
guthorized intruders. But since, like all military‘operations,‘theuheadquarters ket
expending, eventuelly they ran out of colors and had to use combinations of cc”ars
instoad. Eventually you'd see signs like THIS IS A BEUE BADGE WITH A PINY STRIPE
AREA, which elways tickled my sense of humor. At still another lozation, this time
e storage area in Germany, our outfit used to provide the ‘guard details. I don't
think there were any nuclear weapons stored thers, bu® tizre was plenty of highly
classified equipment, and the guards cerried los::% weapons with instructions to use
them first and ask questidns leter. Every onzc in ewhile, as Sgt of the Guard, I'd
get & bright young Lieutenant as Offirex ¢f the Day who would begin to wonder, sbat
0700, if the sentinels were goofing off or noh, end tell me to go out and see how
near I could get to them without being spotted. You know, somencw I always managed
to cough or meke some kind of sound before I got REAL CLOST to any montinel who haps’
pened t~ ¥ Lcoking the other way and wasn't obviouvsly aware of my approach. Of
course, sdametimes the bright young Lieutenants wanld go oub %o try this sort of thing
themselves. I never heard of one of them gefiting viot, and that seems. a miracle ...

COLLECTOR (DeVore): Schools: My first vsar in high gohool was in a building thet

waa 100 yesrs cld; ¢lasses were also held in an elementary
school building ecross the street, in en annex of the courthouse, which was next door,
in the Menuel Training School which was about 6 blocks away, and gym classes were gt

the YMCA, about six blocks away. Study hall was in ¢ 11 :
b%ocks away. (We walked to‘clgéses atyfhe var?gusnloggt 3§}§°11%3§§§§é%n8£3 %§s they

would have to run busses or everyone would scream). We didn't feel particularly de-
prived; in fect, the atmosphere was more like that of a college campus then any othe
dr highschool I'm familier with. It's true that in the cldest buildings the class-
roomse were smell and somewhebt crowdea:i, ead our lockers wive in the basement because -
the hells were too marrow to havs them anywhere slse. Au expensive (5 million bucks )
new school opened the following ysar, end we spprecleted its greater convenience, tut
it 4idn't chenge the quality of our education- I'm rot saying that today's students
should be put in century-old buildings, bub they could do without a lot of the frills
that eat up the school )budgets. lell, efter WW II when the GI Bill caused overgrowl-
ing at all the colleges, a lot of university courses were being taught in Quonset
huts. One trouble is thet school board members are either professional educators o
parents of school-age children, and they're biased in favor of giving the school all

it usks for. They need a few plain ole non-parent taxpayers on the beard to uphold
an opposing viewpoint. : : pes :

THE NOTHING MAN #5 (Toskey): Well, you wanted en enthusiestic younger fan to tale
o N e i : ~over as OE, Tosk, How am I doing?'iYou're right about
the correspondence bit, tho: I remarked to Nicki in a letter the other day that T
sent off as many letters and po's in my first month hs OE as I did in the whole pre-
vious year. Works the other way, too, tho: i%'s been a long time since I looked '
forward to the postman's arrival each day wondering what. fennish news he might be -
bringing. Dave Rike‘théorized:that'the'spéciaiizea end short-interval apas are:' . /
draining. fannish ettention away from the quarterlics like SAPS and FAfA- my own the-~
ory is thatlmqst'of the newer, TV-generation fais 5ﬁst aren't print;oriénted. That

is one reason why I've concentrated on trying tc e ex—SAPS'back into thé T ou

(0f .course, there's also the fact thei I don't know inany hon-SAP youngfans Eithgr‘) '
## yot Stefl on Theoretical Physics reminds me of a scene in an ANALOG sto;y about y
15 years back, where someone is describing the difference between a Scientist, a
Methematicien, and en Engineer. He proposes the theorem that every odd numbe; g !
prime. Says the Scientist, "1l 4s & prime, 3 is a prime, 5 is a prime, 7 is a primé
‘ 9 is an‘ano%alous cese, 11 is a prime, 13 1s a prime...we'll accept iétas a working’
hypothesis.” The Mathematicien says, '1is a prime, 3 is a prime, 5 is a prime, 7

is & prime...the theory eppears to be gorrect, now all I heve o do is devfse 5 whoft
The Engineer says, 1l 1s o prime, 3 is a prime, 5 is a prime, 7 is a prime, 9 1sp; :



prirne..." JH Aside from this dog last time, we've lost very few chickens to pre-
dators: ~once I “ound a hen on the floor of the henhouse » dead but ummarked except
from the base of the nesk upward only a skeleton was left. I &on't lmow Af At
was & weasel or & rat or what. 7} AZ:ee with your evaluations of Life, The Universe,
and Everything, and Courtship Rite. One T'd recommend if you hoven't already read
it is Clen of the Cave Bear by Jean M, Auel. On that rubjeci (prehistoric men), I
read tWo nonfidtion books that are even more fescinetiug than fiction: the first
wes Lucy by Doneld Johanson & Maitlend Edey, whi.n was condemsed in Readers Digest
-8 few months back, and is an account of the discovery of pre-humenoid remains in
Ethbopla deted at 3.5 million years Bofore Present. The. other is The Monkey Puzzlb
by John CGribbin & Jeremy Cherfas which not only disputes the place 1ii Man's ances-
try essigned to Lucy by her finders, but challenges the entire conventional thaory
of how H.Sapiens evolved, based on molecular biology, srecifically the variations
in genetic material between species. It's a lovalv Jebnceclastic attack on orthodox
paleontology and smthropology, whether you ere convir-:d by it or not.

DOMIKO #16 (Raub): An impeccably-reproduced publisation, Mike, with artwork of pro-
: : fessional quality. Jongratulations on the new Jjob, or rather
new duties, which I hope have turned out to be as much of an Aimprovement on ‘your for-
‘mer schedule &s you antiéiputeds What do you do besides announce the names of the
songs? Read news end weather reports, mayhap? Soliloquize to fill empty spots?

Medly try to keep up with paperwork between changin: casettes? 44t Your movie re-
views were highly entertaining, and even tho I haven't seen ANY of the items you

covered, gave me the feeling that if I had, 1'd agree with your opinions. Thet ei-
ther proves you are a perceptive revieweir or a persuasive writer, or both.
ORION SETS (Woosley): vyoutre oo subtle for me, Jiik), whet is the meaning of writing
: Suzil's zine title #3 The. Beliigevsnt GTRL-G, O' Co'se 7 74
About: the only explanations of nuclear pe-titids which T ocould understend” (or at
least felt I'was understanding them at the time) were srticleés in Sgientific Amer-
ican. That journal does a marvelous job of presenting fields of science in a way
That is intelligible to somecne with en eiemeniary knowledge of science in general,
but presumably with expertise, if any, in scme uarelated field. Unlike moBt other
“popularizations", SA never gilves you the feeling that they are oversimplif: ing,
talking down tonyoue. 74 It seems intuitively evident to me that the Tuiverse is
finite but unbounded, a 3-D analog of the 2-D finite but mbounded surface of g
sphere. (Tho es I recall, at last word the cosmolegist:c wwren't sure whether the
mass of the Universe was great enough to ourve sp~ie bask upon itself or not: ap-

parently the Wcertainty factors in their essunptions are great enough to preclude
a definite conclusion. F#H# yot Henk rs Huinlein inspires me to remark that if you
read =tf or fantasy for purposes ui literary criticism it is of course legitimate
to priise or condemn & work on the basis of its style, levels of meaning, or what-
ever other standard literary-critical perameters apply to it. On the other hand,
Af you read for enjoyment, a “greatl work is one you enjoy, and a "poor" one 1s

one that bores you. I think a great déal of coufusion ensues when~fennish crities
either ignore or forget which set of criteris thaiire applying. (0f course, if a
reviewer has a thorough grounuing in acadsmic: liverary :principles, it's quite like-
ly that a work which fails to meet those :sanderds might not be enjoyable £o him
and vice versa. I don't olaim literar expertise, but it seems to me that some-
times a work is enjoyable despit: its {iterary shortcomings. Of course the ideal
reviewer would evaluate the work on bot : u
ments ‘on ‘each, but he'd be careful to 1gtlﬁ¥glge:ggrgeigggswﬁgggeﬁegégﬁgrg%tggggg:
lence he is: applying at eny one time. Degrees: = At ICC when I was attending it,
they were explained as B.S.'(Self—explanatory); M.S» (More of the Seme) and Ph.D,
'(Piled Higher and Deeper). 4 Bost wishe

Jim, and to you wishes for time and ensrg

(or whatever it's going to be duing next

s fog-é speedy recovery to your mcher,
¥ to publish Almost Reality end Orien Set s
issue) for our entertainment and edifice-

SPECTATOR TO SAPS' (Thiel): Am I being plonking if I point out thet 1t would be

more appropriate for Toske then the Confe {4
by shouting "04=40 or fight" s you can see by 1ookingy;t a map? f? Idgngff :ghs

rectly, that battlecry arosq@ when the Wests:n end of the border between the US an¢



i, MRLED By, ‘ ]
Ceanada wasfbeingﬁgfﬁ‘ﬁbléd over by the politiciars. (I refuse to stop this stgpcil~
sutting to go look at a map myself and find out whether the squabble ended up =1th
the border at 58-40,or wheiher there was & fight, or meither.) 7 SPRCTATOR-type
fenzine titles: I thought that VWrei Ballard hed used SPECTRE in SAPS, but eppewmsnily
not, according to my index. Ccslet published one called SPECTATOR SPORT, i%c, not
4o mention SPECKED 'TATER None of the others you suggest have ever hsen used.

KITHARA 2 (Davis): You're lucky Nicki's finger didn't gliteh a' bit more on the key
i5 board or you might've been 1listed as Hem Davis end it would no |

doubt stick to you forever. Now that you wolns cuv the Stur Wars connection, it

seems proper to inquire whether you went tc¢ be known in SAPS as Han or Hemk? i

GERioRs 'ho 8 Boohvo in fayins Phillﬁ?B wrote that article about gravity drift “short
1y before his death." Just proves the early yearsz are heginning to.run together in
my memory, I gueSSoce JH “Governmsnt, even in its bea*rat%fe{ is but a necessary evil;
in its worst state, mn inkolerable one . (Thomas Pasns . # ¥sb Barsoom: Ballard el -
ways seid thet what fascinated him while reading v Protfs Null=A books was seeing
the hero meke a cortico-thalamic pause .at every wilsis, and expecting someone to come
np end bash him with a c¢lub while he wus in %:s midst of it. ## The M.0.U.S.E saga
was both fascinating end entertaining. BZsware, tho, when Nancy gets back into SAFS.
Her zine isn't named Ignatz for nothing.

THE COLONIAL COMMENTATOR FIVE (Edmonds): Sorry to report that newspapers in this
: ' ‘ area carric” 1i%hle or no info on the
elections in Australie, no doubt because your couutry isn’t considered a potential

wertime opponent of ours. (They go into girect deteil on internal politics of coun=
tries like Costa Rice, Nicaragua, end Camhcdiﬂg. IE% surs_the eéect buws_were, ¢ov-
ered in the national news weekly mezazinés liké TIME end REWSWEEK, but I unfort-
unately haven't been reading thean ia resent momths. Whe: you people nesd to at-
tract U.S. attention is something dramabic, ilke the Falkland Islanders menaged.

"#H# Yot Jenis apout energy oredits: As a resulc of the energy orisis a few years
ago, the government deoided to emcourege rractices wihlsh would reduce enmergy (oil)
conzumption. One such is to allew the scstis of heme insulaetion, storm windows, mare

. efficient heating systen:, eto., to be partially deducted from taxable incoms. That

is whet en energy credit is. It has certainly encouraged a lot of homeowners to
invest in such conservation measures, tho perhaps meny would have had the wcix done

regardless, simply because 1§vmakea for lower heating bills. ## Triation: ‘A bill
pressntly before the U.S. Congress would do away with all exempiions, loopholes, etes
"in the income tax laws, giving each individual simply & %2,000 deduction from his
income end taxing the remainder et 10%. (It will prebably be buried in’committee
"~ and never become law; our legislators don't like simplicity). ## It would seem fouem
your descriptions that Australian labor unions are much more democratic than their

UsS. counterparts. Here, if a reforwsr challenges the union “establishment” and
seems o have a chance of being voted into office, he's apt to get shot or blown up
by e car bomb shortly before the election. When the heads of large unions are con-
victed of serious crimes, and after years of stalling by meens of court eppeals are
finally tossed into jeil, they either hendpick their succsssors, or else continue to
menege the union from their prison cells. This is by far the most serious defectin
U.S, labor unionism today, and no one seems to know how to cure it. There is Just
too much Blg Money involved for even the gcvernment to have much success in reform-
ing them. Submarine-leunched missiles: I understend that setellite observation
cen detect even deeply~submerged submearines these days, which is one argument Reagan
is using to push for landbased ICBM development . ## You're right, WW IT began in
August 1939,  Of course, to the U,S. it was a faraway thing for the next couple of
years, with the Republicans saying let 'em fight 1t ocut without us, and the Demo-
crats saying we have to help our friends (since Roosevelt, a Democrat, was President,
we did get gradually involved, furnishing supplies end equipment to Britein, while
the isoletionist members of Congress screamed for FDR's blood. #H My word, old Lei gh,
you write a fascinating end commentable fanzine every time } £

SPACEWARP 128: 'Noted for the record.

A1l in all,:Mlg 143 was of high quality, despite its minimum quartity.
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n’croduetion. “Thie 1s e depa'r"mer‘u of §7 I Gewiched Several ‘years ‘ago under the ti-

“t1le The F story Cuino e Iu will present reprints and” original arte
tcles designed to give SAPS mccioers who have come into the organipstion or into fen-
jom 1tself in recent years some knowledge ef our origins end past history. This is
necessary because quarterly SAPS mailings have been appeoring for 37 years, nome of
the originel members are still in SAPS, and eur cumulstive page total has long since
pagsed that of the Encyclopedia Brittanica (“'* S ow- wordocunt -- EB uses. smaller
type to crem more on a page than we do.,

Scme very a; P OXS nate caleulations, however,
indicate that, at 400 words' per  page end dedudting &5 " Por artwork, titles end other
non-text space, o ‘complets set of SAPS meilings wou'ld sonbain on®the order of tem
million words! By Sturgeon's Law, 95% of that Ls orep, but that still leaves about °
50,000 words of eminently reprintable material in ths bau. mail.mgs.

I do not be-
lieve thatda complete set of SAPS mailings exists in eny one 1ocation. My file con-
tains about 65% of them, but is lacking many of the earliest ones. At least twn rets
compWGte from Mlgs 1-100 probably exist, one belonging to Bruce Pel:r, & 1ivrarien at
UCLA, and another formerly belonging Lo Walter A. Coslet but pure‘fmw—)d by the U. of
Meryland end kept at its Towson campus, on the outskirts of T/ liimore. Anyone doing
gerious acedemic research which could utilize such deta shcuid cerbainly try to e;et
access to one of those collections. :

For M»n”-",:_;;:-; LU.L To the present there may be a
dozen or more sets in existence: try sviiving your fan friends who are or have been
SAPS members in receat years, If 2.l sise fails, try the huckster tables or auction
seles et stfoons. Uanfortune®s'yv, though several indexers have compiled lists of pub-
lication titles, there is nou index et all of SAPS mailings by topie. The only way to
locats a specific article; unless you know which bundle it appsarsd in, is to ask
ouher fans for help or to plow through the filew yourself.

Whet T reprint 1n this
oolumn will be ‘e, random sampling: I morely = thru old SAP&zines until T run ecross
something worth reprintine;. Cen anycne suggest a better method?

WRAT BALLARD in Outsiders oz (mg 35, Feb 1956)

Uneasy - lies the head that doesn't wear the orown‘

Past events have proven one thing about SAPS...the only person who doesn't have
%0 worry about unexpectedly becoming the OE, is the perssa who is ‘doting a8 the ®.,
This tradition was started early, though just how it ceme about is heard to tell,
since I've lost touch with Alpaugh, who would know the story. The first SAPS OF vas
Ron Meddox.: ‘He held the post for the ‘first meiling and then Gafia'd all the way to
Africa, sticking Alpaugh with the duties of CZ. I don't know the story behind this,
but anyway Alpaugh took over, without an election, naturelly.

Alpeugh was one of
the more sturdy—fibered SAPS €Es end kept the 'post’for five mailings, perhaps be-
cause no.cne else would take it. 'Pinally they had en’election ‘and Henry Spelman I
ran for OE with little hope of beating the New Jersey block. -But the New Jersey i
block voted for Spelman and he ‘wes surprised to find himself el , TOVE ?
Spelman lcept the
. postf'for th*eo mailings and then dfter a hurried ‘bit of ‘arr anging with Repp, turned
it over toArt. This was rather sissy ‘of him far Art was ‘a1l warned end ready it
. seems, but ‘Art being more natursl ‘and more ths Ian, keprb the job three mailings, swi-
- denly decided to joim the “Army, end 'surprised Welter A. Coslet by presenting him

with the .diadem and duties of OE. Coslet was surprised, naturaily for he was also
the FAPA OE at 'bhe fime ‘bub he took over and’ announoed an eleotion.
'  The only por~
‘gon who offerdd himself for the Job was Rich Eney, and he later axhnitted he did it.
' not expeoting ‘bo win, but merely to get himself noticed by e BNF. Be m a wry 'j_ ,



aurprised boy to find himself SAPS OE while porhaps the newest fan in SAPS, but
back then few realized how dangerous it is to appear interested in SAPS. Rich meth-
odicelly published his four mailings and then turned the job over to Coslet who had,
as I remember, offered himself as Fmergency Officsr...th: fellow who took over in
case the OF got a sudden urge %c leave -0 was urehle o function. Since no one else
hed offered even to do the®t muoh, Cos found himseif EO without an OE and EO's with-
out ‘an:OE ere OE's. By s S i %
Ty Coslet wes the CE: for three . meilings, and then made = deal with
Gordon Block, who tuok over without the formelity cff an election. Iz may have men-
tioned something about. en election after finishing the Coslei term, but everyone
looked the other wey and pretended they dida't hear hin . 35APS were beginning to get
wily about this time. Gordon finished the Coslet '::vw and three mailings of his own,
and then got fouled up by school, work and 2 Iszkx of vime. -Hls EO, Roy Drummond
dropped out of SAPS about this time, en? so after holding up the meiling for a month,
Black sent it out and appointed Wrsi 8eilard as OBe. . = . ) 25
: g : Calling this a shock would be
rather mild for Black dice't put en Officlel Orgen iun my tundle, and didn't ask me
to be; or inferm me that I was OE. I got thermailing erd figured he dida't have the
time to do en 00. Then I got a letter from Nenges asking we 1f I'd knom I was go-
ing to be OE end why hedn't I mentioned it. 1. thiuygll vhis was a joke or thet shetd
neard some foolish rumor, but the wext luy I =0t a couple letters asking me about the
status of some of the members. This got w3 just a bit panic stricken and T wrote
practicelly everyone asking Uhat it wasn'h iy

*so, and Nancy Share, Irene Baron and Nen-
gee all sent me their ccpies «f the 00 which convinced me. I% wes cuite an exper-
ience, but all according to SAPS tradition. :
v g So I sevved fuvar mailings, and then
. Vangee was the only one interested in the jeb, sc I Hurned it over %o her without en
- election. She handled it two mailings and “hsn was ferced to give it up, and asked.
Coslet if he'd take over. He sald hs wnulu, bubt evidontly this dsking was such a
break with tradition the other wmembe:'s objevted an: ‘broke with tradition even further
by having an election ani voting ca a choice totwesa :eversl candidates. But new
legend was started even by this, for 1o have tiic elsciiion, first Karen Anderson just
up end tock the OEship away from Coslet by main force and put out the one meiling,
end arrenged the election. She also won that electi?n. Then having won the SAPS
election and SAPS having broken with all traditicns, she ended her career as OE by
having enother election with choice between two candidetes. All nice and legsl, but
ewfully dull. _

This -could be carried on further by telling of the SAPS EO and that
~ office. Only thing noticable, no EO has ever functioned and most dropped out, well
several dropped out while EO. OE's stay on, but the positic: of the EOQ is shaky,
perhaps because the EOQ always suffers so much from the awful strain of always wait-
ing, waiting, waitinge.s , g - AT 0

EDWIN SIGLER in Tellis Streif's The Black Pirate Vinl (Mlg 7, : Jan 49):..

Sgace War - -

. Here are a few of my ideas on space ‘War, take em or leave em. The: weapons we
have. today are certainly enough for a space vessel to‘carry for you know that no ship
oould carry armor thick enough to ward off a bazosks shell or a six inch rocket ei-
_ther. In fact even four inches of armor plete on a moderate sized vessel would weigh
thousands of tons. Do you recall those fire control instruments they developed for
the ‘Flying Fortresses? As I recall it, they didn't use tracers but hed the guns aim=
ed automatically by electric calculating machines. % do not see why it would be im-
possible to modify these for space use. Then in case of actual use, it could work
out something like this: When the two ships met 4n battle it would probably start
at a renge of jat least ten miles. Using those fire control instruments the asction
might be started by a long blast of armor-piercing slugs from a fifty caliber Brown-
~ing. The speéd of the two ships would scatter the burst all over the ship that was
struck, letting the air rush in and killing anyone who wes not in e spece suit. -And
* 8ince you qg;gnot- work very well in a sult this would place the ship at a dissdventawm
80 the other oraft could close in and hurl several small caliber rocket shells into
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the other oraft; this would inflict enough damage to impell the capitulations..if.
chey'weré pirates, in which ¢as§;the other craft could pull =alongside undwlqtngo_w.
with a two-pound eutomatio cennon. When a streem of srmor-plercing high explosive
shells hit the fuel tanks of the stricken craft it wculd most probably be ‘torn'apa'rb
by the explosion.® b o b g S s il 4
' : ~ All c¢ the weapons T havi mentionsd in vneir improved form could
be carried by one man. ,«And;oould'very easlily be used f{ua -pace ‘because they have ro .
recoil and would not cause trouble that way. Om the cihe: hond a 75 cennon or &
six inch gun would require too much weight 4o bt: ec oncinicaily carried-or used « ‘Also 7
the outer hull would have to be so thim tha® evsn a 1ight deer hunting rifle would
have no trouble in making & hole through it., Zven tko 01d. 30-30 could probebly do.
it, as even a one inch (rather one eighth inch) =oat would weigh 179 odd. tons .’ = 11‘
; : - o .We
it looks like man is going to eventually reach the moon the way those experiments are
coming on-in rocketry at those army fields. One hundred and four miles straight up.
Hope they meke a motor good enough that I could build ome in my goruges I want Eo
see if Mars has as many blested idiots running around lcoss s: we haves el
B TN TR e LT ‘ '~ ‘However, I
believe that the first amctuasl rdeket to reech %he ioon will be built by some big cor-
poration instead of the army. Some people mi, Gisagree with me but I-have noticéd
that every time something wes needed for Uhe 'netlon, it was some much abused corpor-
ation that produced it. I will go- further than that end predict that no more then a -
century from the time the firs! nan carrying rocket reaches the"“moon, thet. & great -
ship built by General Metois, equipped with'Westinghovss canbrols, end powered by E.

I+ Dupont de Nemours will take off for Alphs Centeuris..

((Note by Rapp: Sigler wés ome of tha firsh fans . corresponded with when I discove
ored fandom in 1946. His only feracti ity , ~side from the:foregoing article, was

writing letters to the prozimes cr nug Wisl rayguns, blasters end -force  beams would ..
not be needed in space., I thiuk he afieted long before this plece gppeared in SAPS) )

RICK SNEARY in Arcturus #3 (Wig 7, Jan 49) :

I'm interested to see what the resction to Puul Cux's latest article will be.
Enowing fans fairly well I know there will he some . but some how I think the whole
thing is getting sort of warm around the edgose Paul doesn't bring up anytﬁing ac-
ceptable to us, and, well we don't tring up anything that will sweep away his ob-
Jjections, E ¥ e : i o '

There is one thing, Paul.. You say color has nothingto doiwith it (sup -
eriority V8, 1x;fqriority). . If this is 80, and I believe it is, then how can you .
condemn a race? You say that the negro is mentally inferior. But isn't 1t true
that there are a great number of whites that are less intelligent than a negro?

or lower, and force them to breed themselves out of existence as you have suggested
be dene with the negroes;, Wouldn't this improve the whole race more surely then

merely dividing it vp by colors, and doi : - "
age 1gte111g9n§e, ,o? cgizrse this mighg ﬁ%r%w%zngio;lz the anes. with the Lowag aver

HAL SHAPIRO in AJ73-16 (Mlg 20, Jun 1957):

Mévs.t Fen can drink -just aé.rweil sitting dowh .as they..can drink ataﬁdiﬁg up. Lo
Buf: -few can stand. up es:well after: drinking sitting down as they cen.sit down afber
drinki‘_ng standing ups .. . oY 335 B

WRAL BAULARD'in* Outsiders #°0 (Mlg 37, Jun 55): .

I've been trying to remember if they didn't vsed to have some kind of meyday cele-
hfuti on fo_r _the ]_:;ds back when I wes & sprout. Seem too 0ld to remember beiz}:: ghat .
young...or not old enough yet. Yah by Ghod we'did, mede may baskets filled them with

candy and gave them to friemds. Do kids do that now too, or are they too afraid of
leCarthy?

((Sen. JosephMcCarthy, persecutor of Communist sympethisers. ))



Poople ,especially if you devise & mochenical enalog compuber to check the vast nume
bers’ of sums-of-primes.necessaryo. (I oslouiated thet numbers ‘from 1-100,000 ‘e ould
be checked by coding’the primes as 1/10-inch-wide bars around ‘the’ ‘circumference of
+two wheels 66 ft in diemeter end then rctuting one with reference to the other . At
that point I decided en clectronic compuber program would be simpler.)  Anyhow, I .
did not succeed: in finding a preof eithsr for or againsy the Conjecture, but convin-
ced myself the pretability of finding en N not the sum of two primes is venishingly
emalle . The argument runs somobhing 1ike this: as N increases srithmetically (in
inorements of 2) the possible sums of primss consist of cach prime less sthen 1/? N
combined with each prine greatier than 1/? N vut less *thon N, and thus the number of
pessibilities increases gecmetiricallye For erample, for N = 1,000, thsre are 1,687
possibi‘;i’cies, of which 7? do add to 1,000, T the rengs 964 to 1,000 1 found .an
average of ?3.1 combinations summing to eech N, with a low of 11 for 997 and a high
of 49 for 99%4. : ' ; 1 LR ¥idde _
: This was tedious work, finding (I hope)-all the combim tions which
added to N. TItt's much less work 4o find just ome for each N, thus -8dsproving GLid-
vach’s Conjudturn for THAT pumbere CTEEk, 17 prestme this has been duerie already up to
some quite high value wf N, hesn't 1t% s
i ; . Oh wadh, gnother #ime~consuning avenue of
number theory I've explored is gomething I'vs never seen mentioned in.sny math text:
Numbexs ce_ua'be grovped in three clusses: yrimes, ocmposite numbers wiose greatest
prime factor is leoss than their squure rcoh, and numbers whose groatest prime factor
ewneeds’their square root. I neve to confess thet I've boen unable to devise a way
to pr’edict which of the 3 classes a given number will fall into (without factorins
1% to find out), end I don't imow what use it would be if I éid, tho I once produced
an elegant graph with a bar representing the greatest prime factor of each nunb er
“and a line for the funotion £(x) /% which looks as if 1t ought to be useful for
SCVETHING. AP , : [ ,38CL b mohits
: ~ Incidently, 8500 scics or more ago, the Egyptiens wore using a clever
sothod of division which might seem strangely femiliar to you 1f you work with com-
puter arithmetic. For exemple, to divide 777 by 26 they would write the equivalent.

of
* 4 ?6
K T 104
* 8 208
16 41.8
~»5~

‘where the left colum starts with 1 end doubles each time, and the right columm
starts with the divisor (?6) end doubles each ‘time, until the next doubling would
make it greater then the dividend (777)+ Now, subtracting the right-column figures
frem 777, starting with the largest, . . ; A & ,

C 777 « 416 = 3681
361 = 203 = 153
i : 153 = 104 =49 , e
34r~s 52 1c larger thun 49, sldlp that ome ‘and. use the top line: (
39 - P76 F 78
To find the quotient, add the jeft-colum figures opposite the numbers used in the
subtractions, i.6s, 1,4, 8 and 16. Their sum, 29, is the quotient end 23 ie the
remainder. And you thought binery ari*hmetic was modernt - (Using ‘an ebacus, they
““sould probably work the problem quicker “then ‘you could using long division with pen
cil and paper. There seems to be more room for error, tho, in the repeated ‘doub=

1ings of the divisor, at least for me, the thet might be due to unfemidiarity with
the process as compared to the method we learn in school.) £ . RO

., bnd thet ie the finel word from the wilds of Pennsy for this issue of
SPACEWARP end this mailing of SAPS. . : e B e

June ?7, 1983 ART RAPP



